
 

                  
    
 
 
 

GUIDE TO 
GCSEs  
AND  

OPTIONS 
 
 

For September 2019 
  



2 | P a g e  
 

 
CONTENTS 

 
 

 Page 

Note from the Principal 3 

Introduction 4 

Making a Choice - Pupils 5 

Expectations of GCSE/KS4 and NEAs  6 

GCSE and the National Curriculum 7 

Careers 8 

Duke of Edinburgh Award and Other Activities 8 

A Guide to Courses 8 

English Baccalaureate 10 

The Curriculum 11 

Optional Subjects 11 

Details of Core Subjects  12-19 

Summary of Optional Subjects Available 20 

Details of Optional Subjects 21-35 

 

  



3 | P a g e  
 

 
A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
 

Dear Parents and Pupils, 

I hope that you will find this handbook helpful as you discuss, as a family, the choices your son 

or daughter will be making over the next few weeks.  My colleagues and I are keen to help and 

advise in this process and I look forward to seeing you at the Options Evening on Wednesday 

9th January 2019.  At Ewell Castle School, we always try to answer the question: “What is in the 

best interest of each individual?” not forgetting that the ultimate academic goal is to prepare 

members of the School for sixth form, university and beyond. 

 

I need hardly mention that the two years of preparation for GCSE examinations are the most 

significant and important to date, and GCSE grades are a key discriminator in admission to 

university or employment.  Indeed, they will be an important indicator of academic potential, 

available to universities or employers at the normal point of application during the Upper Sixth. 

 

There are several guiding principles that I always tend to fall back on when talking to young 

people about their future academic options: 

 Are you playing to your strengths and being true to yourself?  

 Which subjects do you love the most? When the going gets tough, that passion will 

motivate you through the challenge 

 Do not pick a subject you dislike because you think it is “more respected”  

 Do not make choices based on which teacher you think you might get or because your 

best friend is picking a certain subject  

 Pupils – listen to your parents – they have your best interests at heart! 

 Parents – listen to your children – they will be studying these subjects for two years! 

I wish you all the very best in your thinking and discussions, 

 
 
Mr Silas Edmonds 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
During the course of the next few weeks, pupils will be making GCSE/KS4 subject 

choices and we hope that the information provided in this booklet will be helpful. 

 

The booklet contains a number of sections informing you about the nature of 

GCSEs, the basis upon which choices should be made, brief details about each 

subject and a section on career guidance. 

 

The booklet is for both pupils and parents.  Please read through the booklet and 

consider its contents carefully.  

 

After this period of reading, careful consideration and discussion between pupils, 

parents and staff, we should be able to arrive at the appropriate choice of 

subjects.  The Options Evening on Wednesday 9th January kick starts this process 

and the Parents’ Consultation Evening on Tuesday 5th March should be seen as 

providing final confirmation of any decisions.  Option choices should be made on 

the interactive form section of My School Portal.  This will be open from Monday 

14th January through to a final deadline of Monday 11th March.   We ask for four 

choices in order of preference plus a reserve.  We will aim to satisfy four out of 

these five choices, but will need to, in rare circumstances, ask for a further 

reserve choice.  

 

 

Charlotte Hoddell 

Acting Director of Studies (Senior School) and Assistant Principal 
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MAKING A CHOICE - PUPILS 

What subjects do you like?   
It is very important to study the subjects that you enjoy.  You will find it easier to 
sustain interest and effort if you actually enjoy the learning!  Think about what 
attracts you to a subject – the approach, content, practical work, experiments 
and projects – but do not choose a subject just because you like the teacher! 
 
What are you good at?   
This must influence your choice because it will help you to achieve the high 
grades necessary for the future. 
 
What have you been recommended to do?   
Your parents and teachers may offer conflicting advice.  You might then find it 
helpful to speak with your Form Teacher, Head of Year, Director of Studies, 
Deputy Head or Principal.  Remember that there are no easy GCSE courses and 
ultimately it is your choice.  You must follow these courses for the next two years. 
 
What do you need?   
How far ahead have you looked?  Is your choice flexible?  Discuss these points 
with any of the staff mentioned above and our Careers Adviser, Mrs Lawrence.  
It is also important to seek a balance of subjects to give you the opportunity to 
use and develop as wide a range of skills and subjects as possible.  This will also 
enable you to keep your options open beyond GCSE.  Remember that your choice 
may limit future options at A Level and beyond.   
 
Individual needs 
Ewell Castle School has a policy to support individual needs and various 
mechanisms exist to assist pupils through the courses and examinations.  In the 
examinations some pupils may be granted extra time allowance, the use of 
translation dictionaries, the support of scribes and/or the use of computers.  The 
question of these allowances, known as access arrangements, and other support 
should be raised with the SENCo, Mrs Buckley, at an early stage to ensure that 
criteria are met. 
 
Why you should NOT choose a subject 
Pupils should not generally allow themselves to be influenced by: 
a. whether they like, or dislike, their present teacher in a particular subject 
b. what their friends are deciding, since their interests and plans for the 

future may be quite different. 
 
 
 



6 | P a g e  
 

 
 
EXPECTATIONS OF GCSE/KS4 AND NEAs 
 
In general terms the GCSE/Key Stage 4 specifications place emphasis on 
understanding, skills and the application of knowledge.  However the recall, 
selection and communication of knowledge (facts) still accounts for a 
considerable proportion of marks.  The content enables teachers to spend time 
on experimental and investigative work and to allow pupils to develop useful 
skills.  As many of these skills cannot be assessed adequately by a final 
examination, there is provision for internal assessment by NEA (‘Non-Examination 
Assessment’, formerly ‘Controlled Assessment’ or ‘Coursework’). For some 
subjects, however, there is no NEA.  Details of these requirements are given in 
the subject pages later in this booklet. 
 
Our experience in preparing candidates for GCSE indicates that a positive attitude 
to work is essential throughout the course and candidates are expected to be 
much more efficient in the organisation of their work at every stage.  In 
particular, where projects or pieces of work for assessment are required for 
certain deadline dates, you must be punctual.  If candidates overrun deadlines 
they will interfere with work in other subjects and their final result in more than 
one subject will be the poorer in consequence. 
 
GCSE grades are crucial to a pupil’s future academic path; hence we want to 
ensure pupils achieve their potential in this respect.  Pupils should, by now, 
appreciate the significance of homework and other work outside the classroom.  
As a pupil progresses up the school, so does the expectation and capacity for this 
work increase.  A GCSE pupil should expect to be spending in the region of two 
hours per evening on homework and this may approach three hours in Year 11.  
You will have written, reading and research assignments, you will have work for 
the next day and other work to be planned over a longer period of time.  
Increasingly you will recognise that the extent of homework is open-ended and 
you will decide what is a feasible maximum – as opposed to a minimum!   
 

Not everyone manages this expectation and assistance is generally required by all 

at some stage.  This area is a primary role for your Form Tutor and Head of Year 
– as well as a topic discussed in PSHEE time.  You must feel comfortable and 
confident to seek guidance – don’t wait until the teacher identifies a problem. 
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Projects and assessed work in a number of subjects may involve original research 
from books, magazines, newspapers and the internet, and may also involve 
discussion with contemporaries.  Candidates should quote the source of such 
material and must not claim as 'original' any writing which has been copied or 
paraphrased.  The copying of assessed work from other candidates constitutes 
cheating and will be treated in the same way as cheating in an examination; i.e. it 
could lead to disqualification. 
 
It is also important for pupils to note the relative weighting of assessments and 
not to be over zealous in their response to one specific project.  There is often 
the temptation on the part of able candidates to spend too long on a particular 
piece of work – perhaps far outweighing the total credit that it is possible to 
achieve. 
 
 
GCSE AND THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
 
In July Year 9 pupils will reach the end of National Curriculum Key Stage 3.  The 
GCSE/KS4 examinations in two years’ time will be the means of assessment at the 
end of Key Stage 4. 
 
As you will be aware, GCSEs have recently undergone a process of change, part of 
which involved a change in the grading system, from A*-G to 9-1 (with U 
signifying ‘unclassified’ in both cases).   
 
The old and new grading systems do not directly correlate across the range of 
available grades, although the bottom of Grade 4 is aligned with the bottom of 
Grade C.  Broadly speaking, it is understood that Grade 9-4 is seen as a ‘Pass’, with 
Grade 5 being considered a ‘good pass’; Grades 9-7 will be seen as the equivalent 
of A and A*, with Grade 9 being reserved for the very highest performers (i.e. in 
line with and exceeding the very top of the old A* grade).  
 
Only Mathematics, Combined Science and Modern Foreign Languages have a 
tiered entry, with the Higher Tier grades being Grade 4-9, and Foundation Tier 
being Grade 1-5. 
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CAREERS  
Our Careers Adviser, Mrs Lawrence, is available to discuss the impact of subject 
choices on careers and university applications.  It is well known that Russell 
Group universities, along with a number of other prestigious institutions, require 
at least some A Levels in what are known as facilitating subjects – Mathematics, 
English, Science, Languages, Geography and History.  Choosing these at GCSE will 
allow progression to A Level but this should not be the sole determinant in the 
options process.  Many degree courses and careers will have specific 
requirements for subjects, for instance engineers should progress with 
Mathematics and Physics, economists may well need Further Mathematics at A 
Level, and those interested in a career in Art or Design would usually need GCSE 
Art to progress to further education and careers in this field.  In other words, it is 
important to consider the way a subject choice at GCSE could affect future career 
pathways. 
 
Towards the end of Year 10, all pupils will be expected to undertake a careers 
psychometric profiling exercise.  At the beginning of Year 11 a one-to-one careers 
meeting with the Careers Adviser will help with direction in respect of long term 
education and career decisions.  
 
Finally, towards the end of Year 11, all pupils are expected to engage in work 
experience. This process is overseen by the Careers Office.  
 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 
Ewell Castle School encourages all pupils to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award.  The programme will start in Year 9 with a view to gaining the 
Award in Year 10.  For those who wish to continue with the Duke of Edinburgh 
there will be the opportunity to take the Silver Award in Years 10 and 11, and the 
Gold Award in the Sixth Form. 
 
Throughout your time in Year 10 and Year 11 you will be encouraged to take 
advantage of the many trips and activities that the school arranges, such as the 
trip to Nepal, enjoyed by current Year 11 and Sixth Form pupils in April 2017. 
 

A GUIDE TO COURSES 
All GCSEs are now linear qualifications with all examinations taken at the end of 
the course – usually the end of Year 11.  There is no opportunity for retaking 
modules nor may modules be sat prior to the terminal examination series.  
Equally, NEAs are submitted at the end of the course and moderated marks for 
these assessments are not available until after all examinations have been 
completed and the results issued. 
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CORE (COMPULSORY) SUBJECTS 
 
In Year 10 and Year 11 you must study English, Mathematics, Science, PSHEE 

(Year 10) and Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) (Year 11). 
 
English – Initially, all pupils will study both English Language and English 
Literature.  Most pupils will take examinations in both subjects, however, it may 
be advised that some pupils are best suited to taking just one in order to ensure 
a Grade 4 or better.  English is taught in sets. 
 
Science – Pupils in Year 10 and Year 11 are taught in sets.  It is important to note 
that the core subject is Combined Science and that it equates to two GCSEs.  If a 
pupil wishes to take a science at A Level they would need to have achieved at least 
Grade 7 in this examination.  There are no NEAs, but practical skills developed 
during the course are assessed in the final examinations.  Some pupils, who have 
an appropriate level of scientific ability, may wish to take the three separate 
sciences – Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  This will mean that they would only 
choose THREE option subjects.  Again, in order to progress a science to A Level, a 
pupil in that science. 
 
Mathematics – Pupils are in sets for Mathematics and have already started 
building on the requirements of the GCSE course.  Some very able 
mathematicians may also be offered the opportunity to enter for a Further 
Mathematics qualification at the end of Year 11.  This decision will be made in 
conjunction with the Head of Mathematics throughout their time in Year 
10/11 with the final decision being made after the mock examinations in Year 
11. Students wishing to progress to A Level Mathematics would need to achieve 
at least a Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics. 

PSHEE – All pupils will take an AQA course entitled “Personal and Social 
Education” that is externally assessed at the end of Year 10. It is a broad course 
which covers aspects of personal wellbeing including: health, relationship and 
financial issues. To achieve an Award a learner must fully complete four units. To 
achieve a Certificate a learner must fully complete seven units. Each unit is 
assessed through individual marked workbooks.  

Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) – All pupils will follow a course that 
explores the spiritual, philosophical and ethical dilemmas that exist in society.  
This course enables pupils to consider issues and beliefs from a variety of 
religious and non-religious perspectives to better understand both their own 
views and the viewpoints of others with whom they will live and work.  
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In addition, all pupils will follow a Games/Physical Education programme on 
Thursday (Year 10) and Wednesday (Year 11) afternoons.  Pupils in Year 10 will 
continue to follow the Games programme they have followed in previous years. 
Pupils in Year 11 and above will follow a programme that involves a free choice 
of Games option, if a pupil is not part of the school sports team for that term. 
The focus sports of the school are rugby, football, hockey, netball, rounders and 
cricket. 
 
 

SUBJECT GRADING EXAM 
BOARD 

CODE TIERING Non-Examination 
Assessment 

Mathematics 9-1 Edexcel 1MA1 Yes No 

Combined Science 9-1 AQA 8464 Yes No 

Biology 9-1 AQA 8461 Yes No 

Chemistry 9-1 AQA 8462 Yes No 

Physics 9-1 AQA 8463 Yes No 

English Language 9-1 OCR J351 No Spoken Language (0%) 

English Literature 9-1 OCR J352 No No 

PSHEE Level 1 / Level 2 AQA 4800 No Yes (20%) 

PRE N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
 
ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE - THE EBACC 
 
In 2010 the Government introduced a new cumulative qualification at 16+, the 
English Baccalaureate.  This was gained by pupils who had achieved Grade A*-C 
(now Grade 9-4) in the following subjects: Mathematics, English, two Sciences 
(which may include Computer Science), a Modern Foreign Language and a 
Humanity (Geography or History).  There is no compulsion to follow this 
curriculum and we, as a school, whilst acknowledging the desirability to continue 
to study a MFL and a Humanity in a balanced set of option choices, see no benefit 
for pupils to be forced to follow subjects that they neither enjoy, nor represent a 
combination in which they can achieve their best grades.  It remains our view 
that our pupils should follow an appropriate and challenging set of core subjects, 
alongside a free choice of optional subjects.  The object at GCSE must be to 
achieve the very best combination of grades possible to facilitate a move on to A 
Level or to other training.
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THE CURRICULUM  

For those taking Combined Science For those taking three separate Sciences 

Mathematics Mathematics 

English Language English Language 

English Literature English Literature 

Combined Science Biology 

Combined Science Chemistry 

Option 1 Physics 

Option 2 Option 1 

Option 3 Option 2 

Option 4 Option 3 

PSHEE (Year 10) PRE (Year 11) PSHEE (Year 10) PRE (Year 11) 

Games Games 

 
OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 
In addition to the Core subjects, most pupils will undertake FOUR optional 
subjects from the following list:  Art and Design, Business, Classical 
Civilisation, Computer Science, Dance, Design and Technology (Product 
Design), Drama, French, Spanish, Geography, History, Information & Creative 
Technology (BTEC, Level 2), Music, Physical Education and Religious Studies. 
 
Please note the following guidelines/observations regarding choices:   

 You are encouraged to study at least one language other than English; 

 A balance of choices from the Arts, Technologies and Humanities, may be 
beneficial, as may be consideration of a balance of the more/less practical 
options; 

 There will inevitably be some limitations imposed by the timetable and there 
may be competition for places in some optional subjects.  In this case, 
aptitude and endeavour will be used as criteria for selection.  Pupils and 
parents will be involved in the decision making process and every effort is 
made to match choices with aptitude.  Similarly, if demand for a subject is 
insufficient, it may not be possible to run that subject. 

 Some subjects may incur costs in respect of resources for controlled 
assessments, necessary curriculum trips or fieldwork, e.g. Design & 
Technology, Geography, Art, Drama and Classical Civilisation. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

Exam 
Board:  

OCR 
Course 
Code: 

 J351 

 

Outline of course: 

Component 01: Communicating information and ideas 

Focuses on reading and writing non-fiction texts. Students 

will: 

 Read and compare two unseen non-fiction texts, one 

19th century, and one 20th or 21st century 

 Produce one piece of original non-fiction 

The unseen texts could include essays, journalism, travel 

writing, speeches, biographical writing etc. Students are 

required to analyse the language and structure of the 

texts then compare and evaluate them in response to a 

statement given in the exam. 

The original piece of writing that they produce will be for a 

particular audience and purpose. 

Component 02: Exploring effects and impact 

Focuses on reading literary prose texts and creative 

writing. Students will: 

 Read and compare two unseen prose texts, one of 

which may be literary non-fiction. Both texts will be 

 20th or 21st century. 

 Produce one piece of original creative writing 

The unseen texts could include prose fiction, literary non-

fiction e.g. biographical writing etc. Students are required 

to analyse the language and structure of the texts and 

compare and evaluate them in response to a statement 

given in the exam. 

The original piece of writing that they produce will be a 

piece of creative writing. 
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Component 03: Spoken language 

Students deliver a presentation on an agreed topic; the 

presentation may be a talk, debate, speech or dialogue. 

They then listen and respond appropriately to questions 

and feedback. 

 
 

Method(s) of Assessment: 
Component 1: 2 hour written exam 
Component 2: 2 hour written exam 
Component 3: Recorded speech 

 

Information about the Core 
Subject 

Teaches skills required to read fluently and critically in a wide 
variety of high-quality literary and non-fiction genres, and to 
use written English accurately and effectively in different styles 
and contexts 

 

Possible careers / future 
pathways 

You will need English Language to pass English Language to 
progress to further education- it is a subject which keeps all 
options open. 

 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

Exam 
Board:  

OCR 
Course 
Code: 

 J352 

 

Outline of course: 
Study of: An Inspector Calls, Shakespeare (Macbeth or Romeo 
and Juliet), War of the Worlds, Conflict Poetry (anthology) 
 

 

Method(s) of Assessment: 2 x 2 hour written exams 

 

Information about the Core 
Subject 

A skills-based approach to help students read and engage 
critically with a wide range of literature. Students are 
encouraged to articulate fresh, individual and justified 
responses to texts from a variety of genres, periods and 
cultures. 

 

Possible careers / future 
pathways 

This GCSE (9–1) in English Literature specification focuses on 
skills-based learning. The ability to acquire and apply knowledge 
and understanding within frameworks for study is transferable 
to other subjects. Reading critically and evaluating, making 
connections across reading and analysing the impact of 
language, structure, form and presentation, are all essential 
skills whatever you choose to do next. 
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MATHEMATICS 

Exam 
Board:  

Edexcel 
Course 
Code: 

 1MA1 

 

Outline of course: 

Students should be able to: 

 develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of 
mathematical methods and concepts 

 acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to 
solve problems 

 reason mathematically, make deductions and 
inferences, and draw conclusions 

 comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical 
information in a variety of forms appropriate to the 
information and context 

 

 

Method(s) of Assessment: 3 papers x 1.5 hours of equal value. 

 

Information about the Core 
Subject 

Mathematics will cover Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion, 
Geometry, Measures, Probability and Statistics. 
Two tiers available: Foundation (1 to 5 grades) and Higher (4 to 
9 grades). 
There are three equally weighted written exam papers at either 
Foundation of Higher 

 

Possible careers / future 
pathways 

Financial services, Accountancy, Engineering and those that 
require a numerical background. Pure Sciences, Social Sciences, 
Engineering and Computing. There are also uses in the Arts, 
such as sculpture, drawing, and music.  
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course Code: 

 8360 

 

Outline of course: 

This course is run in conjunction with GCSE for high achieving students in 
Year 10 and Year 11. Its aim it to prepare them and fill in the gaps between A 
Level and GCSE.  
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

2 written exam papers.  
Paper 1 - 1 hour 30 minutes (40%) 
Paper 2 - 2 hours (60%) 

 

Information about 
the Subject 

Students will cover the following areas: Number, Algebra, Co-ordinate 
Geometry, Calculus, Matrix Transformations and Geometry. 
 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

Financial services, Computer programming and Engineering and those that 
require a numerical background. 
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COMBINED SCIENCE 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course Code: 

 8464 

 

Outline of course: 

This is a linear qualification. There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry 
and two physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding 
from distinct topic areas.  
 

Each paper is worth 16.7% of the course.   
 

There is no controlled assessment but a successful completion of all the 
required practicals in the three sciences is a requirement to pass the course.   

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Biology Paper 1 : Topics 1-4  - Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and response 
and Bioenergetics  
Biology Paper 2: Topics 5-7 - Homeostasis and response, Inheritance, Variation 
and Evolution and Ecology  
Chemistry Paper 1: Topics 8- 12 - Atomic structure and the periodic table; 
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; 
Chemical changes; and Energy changes.   
Chemistry Paper 2: Topics 13-17 - The rate and extent of chemical change; 
Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using 
resources.  
Physics Paper 1: Topics 18-21 - Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and 
Atomic structure.  
Physics Paper 2: Topics 22-24 - Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and 
electromagnetism  
Each exam is worth 70 marks and is 1 hr and 15 min long. The questions 
include Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. 
There are 2 tiers of examination – Foundation and Higher  

 

Information 
about the Core 
Subject 

GCSE specifications in combined award science enables students to: • develop 
scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific 
disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics • develop understanding of the 
nature, processes and methods of science, through different types of scientific 
enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world around 
them • develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry 
and problem-solving skills, both in the laboratory, in the field and in other 
learning environments • develop their ability to evaluate claims based on 
science through critical analysis of the methodology, evidence and conclusions, 
both qualitatively and quantitatively.   

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

The GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy gives students the option to progress to A-
levels in science or other subjects  
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BIOLOGY 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

 8461 

 

Outline of course: 

This is a linear qualification.  The core content tells a coherent and logical 
story through biology with exciting, relevant topics such as cloning. 
The exams have fewer words, fewer contexts, and questions that increase 
in difficulty.  
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct 
topic areas.  
Each paper is worth 50% of the course.   
There is no controlled assessment but a successful completion of all the 
required practicals in the three sciences is a requirement to pass the 
course.   
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Biology Paper 1: Topics 1-4 – Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and 
response and Bioenergetics.  
Biology Paper 2: Topics 5-7 – Homeostasis and response, Inheritance, 
Variation and Evolution and Ecology  
Each paper is 1 hour and 45 minutes long and is worth 100 marks worth 
50% of the total grade.  Questions types include multiple choice, 
structured, closed short answer and open response. 
 

 

Information about the 
Core Subject 

The GCSE specification in biology should enable students to: • develop 
scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding of biology • develop 
understanding of the nature, processes and methods of biology through 
different types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific 
questions about the world around them • develop and learn to apply 
observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-solving skills, 
both in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments • 
develop their ability to evaluate claims based on biology through critical 
analysis of the methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively 
and quantitatively.   

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

Students studying Biology at GCSE will be able to carry this subject on to A 
level. 
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CHEMISTRY  

  
Exam 
Board:   

AQA  
Course 
Code:  

 8462  

  

Outline of course:  

This is a linear qualification. The content is divided into 10 main 
topics.  The exams have fewer words, fewer contexts, and questions that 
increase in difficulty.  
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct 
topic areas.  
Each paper is worth 50% of the course.   
There is no controlled assessment but a successful completion of all the 
required practicals in the three sciences is a requirement to pass the 
course   
  
  

  

Method(s) of 
Assessment:  

This is a linear qualification. There are two papers each worth 50% of the 
total grade. Each paper assesses different parts of the syllabus.  The 
number of marks for each exam is 100 and each exam is 1 hour and 45 
minutes long.  
Chemistry Paper 1: Topics 1-5 – Atomic structure and periodic table, 
Bonding, structure and properties of matter, Quantitative chemistry, 
Chemical changes and Energy Changes.   
Chemistry Paper 2: Topics 6-10 – The rate and extent of chemical change, 
Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere and 
Using chemistry.  
Type of questions include: multiple choice, structured, closed 
short answer and open response  
   

  

Information about the 
Core Subject  

GCSE study in Chemistry provides the foundations for understanding the 
material world.  These key ideas include: • the use of conceptual models 
and theories to make sense of the observed diversity of natural 
phenomena • the assumption that every effect has one or more cause • 
that change is driven by differences between different objects and systems 
when they interact • that many such interactions occur over a distance 
without direct contact • that science progresses through a cycle of 
hypothesis, practical experimentation, observation, theory development 
and review • that quantitative analysis is a central element both of many 
theories and of scientific methods of inquiry  

  

Possible careers / 
future pathways  

Students studying Chemistry at GCSE can carry this subject on to A level   
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PHYSICS 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

 8463 

 

Outline of course: 

This is a linear qualification. New topics have been included in the current 
course, to enthuse and motivate students. The exams have fewer words, 
fewer contexts, and questions that increase in difficulty.  
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct 
topic areas.  
Each paper is worth 50% of the course.   
There is no controlled assessment but a successful completion of all the 
required practicals in the three sciences is a requirement to pass the 
course.   
 
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

The exam consists of 2 papers assessing various aspects of the course. 
Physics Paper 1: Topics 1-4 - Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; 
and Atomic structure.  
Physics Paper 2: Topics 5-8 - Forces; Waves; Magnetism and 
electromagnetism; and Space physics.  
Questions in paper 2 may draw on an understanding of energy changes 
and transfers due to heating, mechanical and electrical work and the 
concept of energy conservation from Energy and Electricity 

 

 

Information about the 
Core Subject 

GCSE study in physics provides the foundations for understanding the 
material world. Key ideas include: • the use of models, as in the particle 
model of matter or the wave models of light and of sound • the concept of 
cause and effect in explaining such links as those between force and 
acceleration, or between changes in atomic nuclei and radioactive 
emissions • the phenomena of ‘action at a distance’ and the related 
concept of the field as the key to analysing electrical, magnetic and 
gravitational effects • that differences, for example between pressures or 
temperatures or electrical potentials, are the drivers of change • that 
proportionality, for example between weight and mass of an object or 
between force and extension in a spring, is an important aspect of many 
models in science • that physical laws and models are expressed in 
mathematical form 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

Students studying Physics at GCSE can carry this subject on to A level  
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SUMMARY OF  
OPTIONAL SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 

 
 

SUBJECT GRADING 
EXAM 

BOARD 
CODE TIERING NEA PAGE 

Art and Design 9-1 AQA 8202 No 

Yes (100%)  
(see Unit 2 on 

course info 

page) 

21 

Business 9-1 Edexcel 1BS0 No No 22 

Classical Civilisation 9-1 OCR J199 No No 23 

Computer Science 9-1 AQA 8520 No Yes (0%) 24 

Dance 9-1 AQA 8236 No Yes (60%) 25 

Drama 9-1 AQA 8261 No Yes (60%) 26 

Design Technology - 

Product Design 
9-1 AQA 8552 No Yes (50%) 27 

Geography 9-1 AQA 8035 No No 28 

History 9-1 Edexcel 1HI0 No No 29 

Information and 
Creative Technology 

Pass  
Merit 

Distinction 
Distinction* 

Pearson BTEC No Yes (75%) 30 

Modern Foreign 

Language – French 
9-1 Edexcel 1FR0 Yes Yes (25%) 31 

Modern Foreign 

Language – Spanish 
9-1 Edexcel 1SP0 Yes Yes (25%) 32 

Music 9-1 AQA 8271 No Yes (60%) 33 

Physical Education 9-1 AQA 8582 No Yes (40%) 34 

Religious Studies 9-1 AQA 8062 No No 35 
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ART & DESIGN 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

4200 

 

Outline of course: 

“GCSE Art and Design provides students with a wide range of creative, 
exciting and stimulating opportunities to explore their interests in ways 
that are both personally relevant and developmental in nature. 
This two unit specification enables students to develop their ability to 
actively engage in the processes of Art and Design – to build creative skills 
through learning and doing, to develop imaginative and intuitive ways of 
working and develop knowledge and understanding of media, materials 
and technologies in historical and contemporary contexts, societies and 
cultures.” (AQA) 
 
Unit 1: Portfolio of Work 60 per cent. This is work from all of Year 10 and 
the Autumn Term of Year 11, and consists of approximately three projects. 
The majority of the work is completed in sketchbooks accumulating in a 
timed exam at the end of each project. 
Unit 2: Externally Set Task 40 per cent. Students choose an exam title from 
the start of the Spring Term. Again, they develop their ideas in a 
sketchbook and sit a 10 hour (2 day exam) at the beginning of the Summer 
Term. 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Work is marked against the exam board’s assessment grid consisting of 
four assessment objectives in: Artist/contextual research, experimenting 
with materials, ideas and the final piece. 
All work is continuously assessed from the start of Year 10 and feedback is 
given on a weekly basis, as all work is accountable for the end GCSE grade. 
Both Unit 1 and 2 are assessed by moderation from both Art teachers, a 
broad selection of student’s work is selected at random by an external 
moderator from the exam board in the Summer Term of Year 11. 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

….you have a lot of imagination, ideas and creative flair; if you can or want 
to problem solve, if you enjoy looking at life from different perspectives, if 
you are aware or want to be aware of the world around you, if you like 
experimenting and finally, if you just love Art! 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

A Level Art or Photography (offered at Ewell Castle School) BTEC in Art or 
specific design fields then undergraduate degrees in Fine Art (painting, 
sculpture), photography, architecture, various design fields e.g. interior, 
fashion, history of art, textiles, printing, curator, teacher, therapist, 
animator plus many more! 
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BUSINESS 
 

Exam 
Board:  

Edexcel 
Course 
Code: 

1BS0 

 

Outline of course: 

GCSE Business is a hugely popular subject in our school. More than 60% of 
Year 10 students take the course.  Pupils will learn about the fundamentals 
of business in Unit 1, with a focus on how to start up a new enterprise and 
the inherent problems involved. In Unit 2, students study how to develop 
an existing business - what works well and why?  

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Unit 1 - Investigating small business. Written examination: 1 hr 30. Taken 
in Summer of Year 11. 50% of the qualification. Topics assessed: 

 Enterprise and entrepreneurship 

 Spotting a business opportunity 

 Putting a business idea into practice 

 Making the business effective 

 Understanding external influences on business. 
  
Unit 2 - Building a business. Written examination: 1 hr 30. Taken in 
Summer of Year 11. 50% of the qualification. Topics assessed: 

 Growing the business 

 Making marketing decisions 

 Making operational decisions 

 Making financial decisions 

 Making human resource decisions. 
 
Both examination papers will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, 
short-answer and extended-writing questions. 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

GCSE Business would be the obvious choice for students who have a real 
interest or genuine curiosity for the subject. One acid test of this is a keen 
interest in TV programmes such as The Apprentice and Dragons’ Den. 
Another is a genuine fascination with family and relatives involved in 
enterprise.  But note that if you want to do really well in this subject, one 
needs not only to be inspired (e.g. by Dragons’ Den, family aspirations, 
etc.) but also show great willingness to work hard and develop one’s 
writing skills. It’s the written word that counts the most in GCSE Business – 
e.g. ability to state and explain points, analysis problems, make 
judgements on solutions based on evidence, etc.. 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

GCSE Business will appeal to students hoping to study business, economics 
and related subjects at A Level and equivalent courses. Also note that GCSE 
Business looks good on a CV. It is useful evidence of your commercial 
awareness, which is a key employability attribute sought by most 
employers of young people. 
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 
 

Exam 
Board:  

OCR 
Course 
Code: 

 J199 

 

Outline of course: 

There are two units with a number of components in each, offering a 
mixture of Literature, History, Archaeology and ideas.  They cover Greece 
and Rome.   
 
Unit 1 - Myth and Religion. 
 
We look at the stories surrounding Greek and Roman Gods and focus on the 
role of Heracles.  We look at the foundation stories of Ancient Rome.  We 
investigate the role of religion in the Ancient World including festivals and 
the Greek and Roman interpretation of Death and the Underworld.  
 
To support this unit we will look at a variety of literature including Virgil, 
Ovid, Plutarch and Livy. 
 
Unit 2 - War and Warfare in the Ancient World. 
 
We look at three different military systems: Sparta, Athens and the Roman 
Army.  We focus on specific campaigns notably Salamis, Thermopylae, 
Actium and Trajan’s campaign against the Dacians.   
 
We look at archaeological and literary evidence including the Iliad and the 
Aeneid.  We also look how the Classical World viewed war, its heroes and its 
victims. 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

There are two 1:30 exams at the end of Year 11. Each is a mixture of short 
and extended answer questions.  There are no NEAs. Each unit is 50%. 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

The study of the Classical World is a fascinating opportunity for all pupils.  It 
is a diverse subject covering aspects of history, myth, drama, literature and 
archaeology.   It is about people and what makes us the way we are.  It 
allows pupils to question and make sense of the world they live in.  It is also 
a great way to improve your written skills.  We organise a range of trips 
including, Italy, the British Museum and Fishbourne, which are relevant to 
the topics we teach. 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

GCSE Classical Civilisation prepares pupils for further study at A Level and 
beyond.  It trains the mind and broadens the experience giving a range of 
insights into other subjects.   Careers where a Classics qualification is 
regarded as especially valuable include Law, Teaching, Business and 
Accountancy.   
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

8520 

 

Outline of course: 

Fundamentals of Algorithms 
Programming 
Fundamentals of data representation 
Computer systems 
Fundamentals of computer networks 
Fundamentals of cyber security 
Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on 
wider society, including issues of privacy 
Aspects of software development 
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Paper 1: Computational thinking and problem solving – 50%  
A mix of multiple choice, short and longer answer questions assessed in a 1 
hour 30 minute written examination. This covers content from items 1–4 
above. 
 
Paper 2: Written Assessment – 50% of the GCSE 
A mix of multiple choice, short and longer answer and extended 
response questions assessed in a 1 hour 30 minute written 
examination covering content from items 3–7 above. 
 
Non-exam assessment – 0% of the GCSE 
The development of a computer program along with computer 
programming code itself which has been designed, written and 
tested by a pupil to solve a problem. This will result in an original 
report outlining the development and will take approximately 20 
hours of work. 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

You have an interest in programming and are good at Mathematics. Pupils 
studying this specification will learn how to create applications, gain an 
understanding of the fundamental concepts around creating 
software applications and have opportunities to work collaboratively. 
Computer Science is an EBacc science subject. 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

GCSE Computer Science is applicable in any career path involving 
programming, software development, games development, web 
development and engineering. 
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DANCE 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

8236 

 

Outline of course: 

Component 1: Performance and choreography 
Performance 
Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one minute in 
duration) 
Duet/trio performance (three  minutes in a dance which is a maximum of 
five minutes in duration) 
Choreography 
Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half minutes) or a 
group dance for two to five dancers (three to three and a half minutes)  
 
Component 2: Dance appreciation 
Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing 
skills  
Critical appreciation of own work  
Critical appreciation of professional works 
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Component 1: : Performance and choreography 
Performance 

Internally marked and externally moderated  

Performance 30% of GCSE - 40 marks 

Choreography 30% of GCSE - 40 marks 

Component 2: Dance appreciation 

Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes -  40% of GCSE - 80 marks 

Questions 
Based on students' own practice in performance and choreography and 
the GCSE Dance anthology.  

 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

You wish to develop your creative, physical, emotional and intellectual 
capacity, whatever your previous experience in the subject. The study of 
this subject and of professional works will develop your ability to critically 
appraise dances of different styles and cultural influences, providing a 
springboard for engaging practical tasks. We realise most GCSE Dance 
students choose dance for the practical rather than theoretical focus. That 
is why the written assessment is clear, well-structured and easy to 
understand. There are a variety of question styles, which include multiple 
choice, short and extended answer 
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DRAMA 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

8261 

 

Outline of course: 

Component 1- Understanding Drama 
Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre 
Study of one set play from a choice of six 
Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers 
Component 2 Devising Drama (Practical) 
Process of creating devised drama 
Performance of devised drama (students contribute as a performer) 
Analysis and evaluation of own work 
Component 3 Texts in Practise (practical) 
Performance of two extracts from one play (students contribute as a 
performer) 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Component 1: Understanding Drama 

Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes (Open book) 
80 marks; 40% of GCSE 

Questions 
Section A: multiple choice (4 marks) 
Section B: four extract-based questions on the set play (46 marks) 
Section C: one two-part question (from a choice) on the work of theatre 
makers in a single live theatre production (30 marks) 

Component 2: Devising Drama (practical) 

Devising log (60 marks) and Devised performance (20 marks); 40% of 
GCSE. This component is marked internally and moderated by AQA. 

Component 3: Texts in practice (practical) 

50 marks; 20% of GCSE 
 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

You enjoy performing and working creatively as a member of a group. You 
enjoy challenging yourself to reach your highest potential in drama. You 
like seeing plays and getting involved in drama, both inside and outside of 
school. You collaborate well with others, think analytically and evaluate 
effectively.  

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

Whatever the future holds, students of GCSE Drama emerge with a toolkit 
of transferable skills, applicable both in further studies and in the 
workplace. The GCSE specification ensures continuity for students 
progressing to A Level Drama and Theatre. 
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D&T: PRODUCT DESIGN  
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

8552  

 

Outline of course: 

Students choosing Product Design at GCSE will complete one substantial 
“Design & Make” controlled assessment, which is an assessment of their 
design intentions, creativity and problem solving.  
The GCSE culminates in a two-hour Summer examination. 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

One 2 hour written exam worth 50% of the GCSE. This 100-mark 
examination focuses on: 

- Core Technical Principles (20 marks): A mixture of multiple choice 
and short answer questions assessing a breadth of technical 
knowledge and understanding.  

- Specialist Technical Principles (30 marks): Several short answer 
questions (2-5 marks) and one extended response to assess a more 
in depth knowledge of technical principles. 

- Designing & Making Principles (50 marks): Short answer and 
extended response questions, including a 12-mark design question. 

 
One substantial Design & Make task, worth 50% and consisting of 20 A3 
pages (30-35 hours of work). This 100-mark controlled assessment focuses 
on: 

- Investigation of a design need 
- Designing  
- Making 
- Analysis and Evaluation  

 
The exam board releases Controlled Assessment challenges on 1 June in 
the year prior to the submission of the Controlled Assessment.  

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

You like a challenge and have a ‘can do’ attitude. You understand that no 
product or design is ever perfect and, as such, can be developed, pushed 
forward, refined, etc. You are resilient and creative; happy to sketch, 
design and draw for extended periods of time. You can take ownership of 
your work; where it goes next, how it develops, etc. You are interested in 
products and architecture around you 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

The Product Design GCSE naturally leads to the Product Design A Level.  
 
The GCSE itself has inroads into similar creative subjects, such as interior 
design, fashion design, architecture, civil engineering, etc.  
 
The investigatory, creative and problem solving aspects of the controlled 
assessment are also strong ‘cross-curricular’ skills.  
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

8035 

 

Outline of course: 

Paper 1: 
Living with the physical environment 
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards 
Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK 
Section C: The living world 
 
Paper 2: 
Challenges in the human environment 
Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
Section B: The changing economic world 
Section C: The challenge of resource management 
 
Paper 3: 
Geographical applications 
Section A: Issue evaluation 
Section B: Fieldwork 
 
Geographical Skills is assessed throughout all three papers.  

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Paper 1 & 2 Each:  
 
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 
88 marks (including 3 marks for SPGST) 
35% of GCSE 
 
Paper 3:  
Written exam: 1 hour 
76 marks (including 6 marks for SPGST) 
30% of GCSE 
Pre-release resources made available from 15 March in the year of the 
exam 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

You are interested in the world around you, want to learn about issues 
which will affect your life in the future and have the ability to develop 
different skills then Geography is for you!   

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

Geography is one of the most adaptable subjects and is often one that 
works well with both arts and science subjects.  Geographers are one of 
the most employable people due to their ability to adapt their skills and 
interpret it for a human focused audience.  Therefore you will find 
Geographers in all walks of life from lawyers and politicians to public 
service workers and film. 
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HISTORY 

Exam 
Board:  

Edexcel 
Course 
Code: 

1HI0 

 

Outline of course: 

 
Students study four topics: 
 

1. Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 (20%) 
 

2. Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 (30%) 
 

3. Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present 
and Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing and the inner city.  
(30%) 

 
4. Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88  (20%) 

 
We study the first two in Year 10 and the second two in Year 11. 
 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

 
All units are assessed by an exam at the end of Year 11.  There is no NEA 
component. 
 
The weighting for each unit is indicated above. 
 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

 
History is a very popular choice at GCSE and A Level.  It gives pupils a 
valuable understanding of the world that they live in.  It also trains them to 
use, evaluate and analyse a wide variety of pieces of evidence.  History is 
highly regarded as a rigorous academic subject by employers and 
universities.  Most importantly History is a fascinating, engaging and 
enjoyable subject! 
 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

 
GCSE History prepares pupils for further study at A Level and beyond.  
Careers where a history qualification is regarded as valuable include Law, 
Teaching, Business and Accountancy.   
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INFORMATION AND CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 

BTEC FIRST AWARD, LEVEL 2  
 

Exam 
Board:  

PEARSON 
Course 
Code: 

BTEC 
This subject is equivalent to one GCSE and will be assessed as 
Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*. 

 

Outline of course: 

 3 UNITS: 

 Unit 1: The Online World 

 Unit 2: A Digital Portfolio 

 Unit 3: Website Development 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

 Unit 1: The Online World 

 This unit is externally assessed via an examination. 

 Exam questions on the following topics: 
o Online Services and online communication 
o Component of the internet and how digital devices 

exchange and stir information 
o Issues with operating online 

 Opportunity to re-sit if unsuccessful in first attempt. 

 Unit 2: A Digital Portfolio 

 This unit is internally assessed via a portfolio of work. 

 Design a digital portfolio 
 Create and test a digital portfolio 
 Review the digital portfolio 

 Unit 3: Website Development 

 This unit is internally assessed via a portfolio of work. 

 Understand the uses and features of website 
 Design a website 
 Develop and test a website 
 Review the finished website 

 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

You have an interest in ICT. Pupils studying this 
specification will learn how to design a solution to an ICT related problem 
and create it. Students will go through the entire process of design, 
implementation and evaluation of their projects. Learners will have the 
opportunity to put their knowledge into practice through a combination of 
real-life case studies, practical tasks and theoretical study. 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

BTEC First Award Level 2 Certificate is applicable in any career path ranging 
from business studies, fashion, engineering, graphics or game designing, 
health or the environment and numerous others.  
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FRENCH 
 

Exam 
Board:  

Pearson 
Edexcel 

Course 
Code: 

1FR0 

 

Outline of course: 

 Identity and culture 

 Local area, holiday and travel 

 School 

 Future aspirations, study and work 

 International and global dimension 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

 Paper 1: Listening and Understanding in French 
Written Examination 
Foundation (35 minutes + 5 minutes reading time) and Higher (45 

minutes + 5 minutes reading time) Tiers 
25% of the total qualification 

 Paper 2: Speaking in French 
Internally conducted and externally assessed 
Foundation Tier: 7-9 minutes 
Higher Tier: 10-12 minutes 
25% of the total qualification 

 Paper 3: Reading and Understanding in French 
Written examination 
Foundation Tier: 40 minutes 
Higher Tier: 1 hour 
25% of the total qualification 

 Paper 4: Writing in French 
Written examination 
Foundation Tier: 1 hour 
Higher Tier: 1 hour 15 minutes 
25% of the total qualification 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

 you enjoy French 

 you are already doing French and are doing well in it 

 you would like to study engaging and popular topics 

 you are considering going to university, particularly one of the 
Russell Group. 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

The study of a language at GCSE level is strongly advised for those wishing 
to go to university. Languages are great for a wide variety of careers 
especially those involving translation or communication with people from 
non-English speaking countries. This can include careers in tourism, 
government, politics, media, publishing and journalism. You can also work 
in education, fashion or law! 
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SPANISH 
 

Exam 
Board:  

Pearson 
Edexcel 

Course 
Code: 

1SP0 

 

Outline of course: 

 Identity and culture 

 Local area, holiday and travel 

 School 

 Future aspirations, study and work 

 International and global dimension 
 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

 Paper 1: Listening and Understanding in Spanish 
Written Examination 
Foundation (35 minutes + 5 minutes reading time) and Higher (45 minutes + 
5 minutes reading time) Tiers 
25% of the total qualification 

 Paper 2: Speaking in Spanish 
Internally conducted and externally assessed 
Foundation Tier: 7-9 minutes 
Higher Tier: 10-12 minutes 
25% of the total qualification 

 Paper 3: Reading and Understanding in Spanish 
Written examination 
Foundation Tier: 40 minutes 
Higher Tier: 1 hour 
25% of the total qualification 

 Paper 4: Writing in Spanish 
Written examination 
Foundation Tier: 1 hour 
Higher Tier: 1 hour 15 minutes 
25% of the total qualification 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

 you enjoy Spanish 

 you are already doing Spanish and are doing well in it 

 you would like to study engaging and popular topics 

 you are considering going to university, particularly one of the 
Russell Group. 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

The study of a language at GCSE level is strongly advised for those wishing to 
go to university. 

Languages are great for a wide variety of careers especially those involving 
translation or communication with people from non-English speaking 
countries. This can include careers in tourism, government, politics, media, 
publishing and journalism. You can also work in education, fashion or law! 
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MUSIC 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

8271 

 

Outline of course: 

Component 1: Understanding music 
Listening 
Contextual understanding 
Component 2: Performing music 
Music performance 
Component 3: Composing music 
Composition 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Component 1: Understanding Music 
Exam paper with listening exercises using excerpts of music 
Section A: Listening (68 marks) 
Section B: Contextual understanding (28 marks ) 
The exam is one hour and thirty minutes and worth 40% of GCSE marks. 
Component 2: Performing music 
As an instrumentalist and/or vocalist and/or via technology: 
Performance 1: Solo performance (36 marks) 
Performance 2: Ensemble performance (36 marks) 
A minimum of four minutes and a maximum of seven minutes of 
performance in total is required, of which a minimum of one minute must 
be the ensemble performance. This component is 30% of GCSE marks. 
Component 3: Composing music 
Composition 1: Composition to a brief (36 marks) 
Composition 2: Free composition (36 marks) 
A minimum of three minutes and a maximum of four and a half minutes of 
music, in total, is required. This component is 30% of GCSE marks. 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

…you enjoy listening to music and want to understand more about what it 
is you are listening to. You enjoy performing, even if you aren’t enormously 
experienced and you are willing to try out your performing in creative 
ensembles. You are willing to take risks and express yourself through 
composition, following given briefs and in your chosen style. 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

This subject leads perfectly into A Level Music and Music Technology but 
will also support study in all subjects that require ‘blue sky thinking’ and 
creativity. All employers and universities appreciate the level of 
commitment required for musical endeavours and having a qualification 
that covers all areas of musical discipline is valuable and gives you a lot to 
say for yourself. Critical commentary also develops valuable journalistic 
writing skills. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

8582 

 

Outline of course: 

PE is a linear qualification, assessed at the end of the 2-year course. 
 
The course is divided into three components: 
1. The human body and movement in physical activity and sport 
2. Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport 
3. Practical performance in physical activity and sport 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

The course will be assessed through written examinations and centre-
assessed practical performance: 
 
Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport This is 
assessed through a written paper of 1 hour and 15 minutes. It is worth 78 
marks, or 30% of the GCSE  
 
Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and 
sport This is assessed through a written paper of 1 hour and 15 minutes. It is 
worth 78 marks, or 30% of the GCSE 
 
Practical: assessed internally by subject teachers and then externally 
moderated by the examination board. It carries 100 marks and is worth 40% 
of the GCSE.  

 
For their practical performance, students will be assessed in one team sport, 
one individual sport and then either a team or individual sport. The activities 
taught and assessed will be based on the make-up and specialisms of the 
group. Students who take part in activities that the school is not able to 
facilitate can be assessed through the use of video footage/assessment at 
external centres. 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

Pupils should choose GCSE Physical Education if they are interested in a 
variety of sports and in health and fitness. The course will appeal to those 
who consider sport to play part of their healthy, active lifestyle and have a 
genuine interest in the way their body works and are interested by the 
modern world of sport and its ever-changing nature. 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

GCSE Physical Education will provide a firm grounding for the A Level in 
Physical Education.  Sport specific careers may include teaching, professional 
coaching and training, leisure management, sports nutritionist, sports 
analyst/scientist or sports psychology. If combined with a science at A Level 
Physiotherapy is an option well worth consideration. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

Exam 
Board:  

AQA 
Course 
Code: 

8062 

 

Outline of course: 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices of two 
world religions 
Component 2:Thematic Studies: four religious, philosophical and ethical 
themes (eg. Relationships and Families, Peace and Conflict, Crime and 
Punishment) 

 

Method(s) of 
Assessment: 

Each component is assessed in a final examination of 1 hour 45 minutes 
each. Students are assessed against two objectives: Assessment Objective 1 
is to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs, 
while for Assessment Objective 2 students need to analyse and evaluate 
aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence. 

 

Choose this subject 
if… 

An examined course in Philosophy and Ethics allows students an opportunity 
to grapple with timeless philosophical questions of life, and also enables 
them to relate a range of beliefs, both theistic and atheistic, to pressing and 
contemporary issues. Students do not need any particular faith background 
to follow this course. 
While building on knowledge and skills developed at Key Stage 3, pupils now 
have a chance to focus on understanding where people’s beliefs come from, 
and how others view the world and life’s big questions.  There is an emphasis 
on weighing up different views, as well as developing and exploring your 
own. Religion is a fundamental part of many people’s lives, and this is 
reflected in what they write, think, say and do.  Understanding their beliefs 
helps us to understand far more about world news, literature, music and 
film, for example. Religious Studies is a subject highly regarded by employers 
and universities.  Most importantly it is a fascinating subject! 

 

Possible careers / 
future pathways 

Aside from the fascination of discussing the really important questions of 
life, there are good practical reasons for studying RS!  When pupils go out 
from school into work or further education, they will meet and work 
alongside people with outlooks and beliefs different from their own.  
Studying RS gives you a better chance of understanding their views, and 
being able to explain your own.  Many of the skills developed in this course 
are invaluable in further study and to employers: being able to evaluate 
opinions; understand sources; interpret language, symbolism and metaphor; 
being able to clearly express your ideas and develop an effective argument.  
Religious Studies is, of course, based on Theology and Philosophy, two of the 
oldest academic subjects and the subjects upon which the top universities 
were founded!  
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